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In 1899, hundreds of poor newspaper boys 
in New York City went on strike. The New 
York Journal and The New York World, two 
major newspaper companies, paid the boys 
very little for selling their papers on the street. 
After two weeks of protest, the boys won their 
case. Children had taken action to make a 
change. They had become activists.

The Birmingham Children’s Crusade is 
another example of youth activism. In 1963, 
thousands of students gathered in Birmingham, 
Alabama, to protest segregation. Their 
peaceful demonstrations, which included 
PDUFKHV�DQG�VLW�LQV��ZHUH�PHW�ZLWK�¿UH�KRVHV�
and police dogs. Over one hundred students 
ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI�SURWHVW��EXW�WKH�
children continued. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
described the importance of children to the 

Civil Rights movement with these words: 
“[They] are not only doing a job for them-
selves, but for all of America and for all of 
mankind.”

Today, there are many other young 
activists making important changes in 
different ways. Some of these activists are 
working towards change that is national or 
even global in scope. Others are making 
changes that are local or regional.  

In the Micro-Q document, you will meet a 
young activist named Kaylee Wiroll. You will 
WKHQ�EH�DVNHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�VSHFL¿F�issue she 
addressed, the scope of her project, and the 
strategy she used to create change. Then, you 
will put together an Action Plan to address an 
issue of your choice. It is now time for you to 
consider the question: How can you change 
the world?

Young Activists: How Can You Change the World?
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Source: Adapted from 8SKDP·V�&RUQHU�1HZV, January 6, 2012. 

Document Analysis
1. Who is the young activist in this document?

2. What issue was Kaylee concerned about?

3. Why is this issue important? 

4. Identify the scope of Kaylee’s activism (local / regional / national / global).

5. What strategy did she use to create change? 

K-9 is short for canine, which means 
dog. Police use K-9 units, or police 
dogs, to help patrol, conduct search 
and rescue missions, and much more. 
Just like human police work, K-9 work 
is dangerous. Seven-year-old Kaylee 
Wiroll was concerned that police dogs 
didn’t have enough protection. She 
decided to raise money for a bulletproof 
vest for the local police dog, Joka, in 
Suffolk County, Massachusetts. With 
the help of her family, she organized 
a fundraiser with dunk tanks, bone-
shaped cookies, items to bid on, and 
more. She raised $1,400. If you look 
closely at the photograph, you can see 
that Joka is wearing her new vest.
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